Some Chapters of Autobiography

glass or two of beer when in reach of a bar, at five cents
a drink, and a bottle of rye whisky at seventy-five cents
a quart for first-class liquor, carried along in the canoe
for a " snifter" in the evening. Calculated this way
one wonders how the two medical students could spend
as much as twenty-five dollars each on their trip,

In the good old summer time of those days our chief
diversions were boating, sailing, swimming and above all
lawn tennis, newly introduced and all the go. Swim-
ming never took the form of mixed bathing except for a
few " sissies " who might care for it. Girls in those days
when they went into the water were equipped from top
to toe with bathing caps, full bathing suits more volumin-
ous than their ordinary dresses, and bathing stockings
and bathing shoes. " Swimming " for them just meant
getting wet with their clothes on. Ordinary young men
of wholesome minds looked on girls in the water as a
damn nuisance. But for tennis they came into their own,
since we all played so indifferently and had so little idea
of the smashing game that tennis could turn into, that
any girl who could stand up beside the net and prevent
the ball from hitting her in the face did well enough for a
partner. Here again was a cheap game. The grass
court cost little trouble to make, no expert work and
people made it for themselves. The net cost three
dollars and lasted for ever, and the balls never got lost
since we hunted them till after dark rather than lose
them. As yet no one had ever heard of golf, not in that
part of Canada, except as a sort of crazy game played in
Scotland by knocking a ball around among sand-hills
which forbid any other exercise.

But compare again, the cost of our lawn tennis of the
go's and the cost of the golf of forty years later which
drove it out. Golf meant a high cost to make the premises
and build a clubhouse and fence, high annual dues ; with
that* suburban fares, green fees, caddy fees, tips, at least
one meal at the clubhouse on account of the distance
from home. In the pre-war days I knew of many people